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On Jan. 30, Economy Minister Arturo Zablah told reporters that effective Feb. 1, prices on diesel and
gasoline will be reduced. The new price per gallon of diesel is US$0.90, a 3% cut, and for regular
gasoline, $2.15, a 10% reduction. Zablah said that the decision to lower prices was based on an
analysis of the Persian Gulf conflict which has caused world oil prices to fall. Labor unions have
asserted that the move was motivated by "political demogoguery." Congressional and municipal
elections are scheduled for next month. In 1990, gasoline prices were raised 33% in February, and
60% in October. (Basic data from AFP, ACAN-EFE, 01/30/91)
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